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NEWSLETTER - WINTER 2021
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

8 ST MARY'S STREET
HUNTINGDON
PE29 3PE
THE CENTRE INCLUDES THE OFFICE, SHOP AND
EQUIPMENT ROOM

Telephone: 01480 453438
Email: info@huntsblind.co.uk
www.huntsblind.co.uk
facebook: @huntsblind
twitter: @huntsblind
THE CENTRE INCLUDES THE OFFICE, SHOP AND
EQUIPMENT ROOM
WE HAVE STAFF AVAILABLE FROM 10.00am to 3.00pm
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Here to help:
Executive Manager/IT Advisor
Administrator/Finance Officer
Social Activities Co-ordinator
Social Activities Co-ordinator/
Fundraising Co-ordinator
Outreach Worker (north)
Outreach Worker (south)
Eye Clinic Liaison Officer
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Tom Rawlings
Emma Martin
Andrea Murphy
Rachel Sutherland
Vicki Jones
Jenny McInnes
Vicky French

Welcome to our latest newsletter.
Before I started employment at Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind, I
took my vision for granted. When I went for an eye test, I never
considered that there would ever be a problem that contact lenses or
glasses couldn’t correct. In such a short period of time after listening to
many members describe the massive emotional and physical impact of
being diagnosed with visual impairment now when I go for an eye test,
I feel very fortunate when I am told my eyes are healthy.
Visual impairment is part of the identity of many people and is often
faced with pity or negative attitudes towards the disability, and I have
to admit, charity sectors have not always helped: often using pity
stories to raise funds. I am certainly not expecting you to jump for joy if
your sight deteriorates but accepting your identity, uniqueness of
perspectives on life and celebrating achievements, how ever great or
small is a huge step to take and one that is rarely talked about. My
hope is that Hunts Blind will reflect on this, that we’ll continue to
ensure blind and partially sighted individuals have a voice and can
play a part in our community. The road ahead is not easy, and the
challenges are many, but we are all in this together, whoever we are
and whatever our background.
Over the last 19 months, it may have felt like time was standing still.
None of us are quite the same person we were in March 2020 –
whether that’s down to the Coronavirus pandemic, or something else
entirely. Some people will undoubtedly have leapt back into their old
lives when restrictions were lifted, but many others will need time to
adjust. Since our last newsletter I am delighted to report that we have
been able to welcome our members back, It has been so lovely and a
huge boost to the morale of the team to be able to support you in
person, hearing chatter and laughter at the Social Clubs and
welcoming you back in the shop. We are very keen to stress that just
because things are starting to get back to normal, we are more than
happy to continue to make phone calls to support our members for as
long as you want them.
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If you’re finding it hard to snap back to your pre-coronavirus life, you
are certainly not alone. Here are our tips on finding your way to the
new normal.
Out and about
A lot can change in 19 months, so if you haven’t left the house for a
long time, it might be a good idea to refamiliarise yourself with old
routes you used to walk, perhaps with a family member or a friend.
Exercise
A lot of us have been less active recently, with knock-on effects on our
flexibility, stamina and balance. Ease yourself back into exercise with
some at-home workouts specifically designed for people with sight
loss.
Find audio-only workouts, from chair yoga to interval training by
searching youtube.com for ‘eyes free fitness’
‘10 Today’ is a series of 10-minute audio-only workouts. Find the full
back catalogue at 10today.co.uk
It’s good to talk
The last nineteen months have been profoundly isolating. If you’re
ready to make some new friends, we can help with our befriending
service. Whether meets are in real life, virtually, by telephone or a little
of all three.
If you would like to find out more about our befriender service, then
contact us on 01480 453438.
Resignation Announcement
It is with mixed feelings that we announce the departure of two
members of staff from Hunts Blind, Rachel Sutherland and Jenny
McInnes. It is always sad to lose dedicated, hardworking, and regular
top performers and they both will be sorely missed. I wish to
acknowledge their efforts and thank them for their unconditional
commitment and dedication, and on behalf of everyone at Hunts Blind
wish them both the best of success in their future challenges and
endeavours.
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As this busy year draws to a close, I thank you for your continued
support of Hunts Blind and would like to pass on very best wishes for
the festive season to you all.
Tom Rawlings
Executive Manager

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR OFFICE
AND SHOP OPENING
Please note that the office and shop will be closed on
Wednesday 15th December.
Closures for Christmas/New Year are from 12.30pm on
24th December until 10am on Tuesday 4th January 2022.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Society’s Annual General Meeting took place on 14 September
2021. One of our Trustees Moira Penney resigned from the Board. We
very much appreciate Moira’s support and wish her all the best for the
future.
The Board of Trustees was appointed as follows: President
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Hugh McCurdy
Peter Bucknell
Nick Ruston
Frank Newton
Angela White-Horan
Chris Mosley
Brian Worthington
Judy King
Darren Fletcher
Fiona Tarpey

Thank you to everyone who came along to the Annual General Meeting
and also to the Trustees for their ongoing support.
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SOCIETY NEWS AND NOTICES
Member News
Birthdays
We would like to send our best wishes to all members celebrating a
birthday in December, January, February and March. Members
celebrating a special birthday in the coming months are; Gerda
Cleeton, Sheila Tibbles, Flora Cutri, Karen Titmus, Sam Martin,
Florence Hall, Brian Heshon, Mark Sales, Sean Pledger, Richard Dilley,
Wayne Clark, Barry Davies, Heather Mack, Joy Byart-Long, Tony Jones
& Ken Ellington.
Deaths
We are very sorry to report the deaths of the following members: Joy
Reed, Bertha Hall, Mark Clay, Gillian Meadows, Audrey Rogers, John
Wells, Roy Gaunt, Sidney Gibson, Valerie See, Richard Morris, Allan
Owen & Iris Morris.
If, after taking care of your loved ones, you feel able to leave a gift to
Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind in your will, thank you. Large or
small, your gift truly will make a difference. A gift from you, long in the
future, would help ensure that the Society can continue to support
individuals in Huntingdonshire with visual impairments. If you wish to
donate to the Society directly, please ensure all donations are made
payable to Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind.

CENTENARY UPDATE
2022 will mark the centenary of the Society where we will be
celebrating 100 years of helping people with sight loss. In 1922 Alberta
Montagu, the 9th Countess of Sandwich founded the Society, since then
we’ve been there for people with sight loss and those around them.
With recent services, new technologies and our amazing staff,
volunteers and supporters, we will be here for the next 100.
We couldn’t have helped thousands of blind and partially sighted people
over the last 100 years without our incredible fundraisers and all our
amazing support from donors. To celebrate our centenary Hunts Blind
are looking for participants to take on a 100 themed fundraiser – The
‘Hunts Blind 100 Appeal’. If you decide that you wish to take part you
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may consider walking for 100 consecutive days, swimming 100 lengths,
baking and selling 100 cakes, knitting 100 scarves, or celebrating with a
disco through the decades. Fundraising activities do not necessarily
need to be 100 themed and you can fundraise in any way you wish,
whether a one-off event or occurring as often as you wish throughout
the year. You may wish to solo fundraise, involve family members or
friends, or even have the staff at Hunts Blind support you.
All fundraising activities can be unique and should be safely planned
around individual abilities. However, you choose to fundraise 100 your
way, you’ll be helping to ensure we can continue to be there for people
with sight loss now, and for the next 100 years. If you would be willing
to help by raising your own funds towards the ‘Hunts Blind 100 Appeal’,
or by sponsoring a member of staff then please make an expression of
interest to Tom In the office.
I am delighted to inform you that we will be marking our centenary
celebration on the evening of the 15th October 2022, further information
will be released in due course. Please save the date now if you wish to
join us for an evening of celebrations.

MESSAGE FROM VICKY FRENCH
Eye Clinic Liaison Officer, Hinchingbrooke Hospital
Hello, hope everyone is keeping well. I have a couple of updates I
wanted to share with you from the hospital.
We have reinstated visiting inpatients, one visitor per day (same person
each day) during allocated visiting hours. The rules for outpatients
remain unchanged, no accompanying individuals unless they are a
carer for the patient or at the discretion of the treating clinician. We
continue to recommend that visitors take a lateral flow test prior to
visiting, no visitors should attend if they have any Covid symptoms,
masks are to be worn at all times, social distancing is to be adhered to
and regular hand sanitising is encouraged.
We have had a number of calls through to the Ophthalmology
Reception desk asking to amend and alter appointments, therefore a
new automated message is now live reminding patients that any
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appointment amendments need to be made with the booking clerks, to
contact this team please call 01480 416416 and ask for ‘Outpatients’’.
As part of my role as an ECLO here at Hinchingbrooke I am always
looking for new information and technology ideas which I can share with
our patients who attend the Eye Clinic. Recently I have been asked to
take part in a study looking at sudden onset severe sight loss, to help
build and evaluate a therapy pack to support someone who has
suddenly lost their sight. If you have any feedback or ideas which you
think would help someone who finds themselves in a situation which
results in severe sight loss, I would be very keen to hear from you, my
number is 01480 416416 x3190, thank you in advance.
Vicky

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES REPORT
In August our social groups enjoyed pitting their wits at our annual quiz
afternoons. Winning tables took away chocolates as a prize, and all
participants went away with the knowledge that Snow White’s Dopey is
the only dwarf without a beard.
Fun and Games were held at our September Clubs, members were
involved in a variety of games from Animal Bingo, Heads and Tails and
tabletop dice games. Each game proved to be very popular, so we have
every intention in bringing those games back in the new year, alongside
some new ideas that we have.
October groups
hosted an afternoon
of entertainment.
St Neots and
Huntingdon
thoroughly enjoyed
Panache and St
Ives saw the return
of Charlie Chaplin.
Ramsey Club had
the pleasure of one
of our regular
entertainers, John
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Pilbeam. All members very much enjoyed the afternoon sing song and
it was lovely to reintroduce entertainers back at the social clubs.
November groups saw the return of the ‘Goods for Sale’, it was a great
opportunity for our members to have a catch up with friends, alongside
doing a little bit of Christmas shopping.
Social groups are open to all members of Hunts Blind for a minimal
session fee. Activities include our monthly social meetings across
Huntingdonshire, Arts and Craft group, Sports and Social group and our
Walking group. We can also arrange transport for an additional small
fee where one of our dedicated volunteer drivers will collect and return
you to your home. Social groups are flexible, and you can do as much,
or as little as you wish. Please call our office on 01480 453438 for
further information.
ST NEOTS SOCIAL GROUP
Methodist Church Hall, Berkley Street, Eynesbury, St Neots.
Venue, Activity & Time
th
Mon 10 January
Eynesbury Methodist Church, Quiz, 2-4pm
th
Mon 14 February Great Stukeley Village Hall, West End Musical
Entertainment, 10.30am – 12.30pm
th
Mon 7 March
Eynesbury Methodist Church, Fun and Games,
2-4pm
RAMSEY SOCIAL GROUP
Bury Village Hall, Bury (Ramsey).
Venue, Activity & Time
th
Mon 17 January
Bury Village Hall, Quiz, 2-4pm
th
Wed 16 February Methodist Church Hall, West End Musical
Entertainment, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Mon 14th March
Bury Village Hall, Fun and Games, 2-4pm
ST IVES SOCIAL GROUP
St Ives Methodist Church Hall, The Waits, St Ives.
Venue, Activity & Time
th
Wed 19 January Methodist Church, Quiz, 2-4pm
Wed 16th February Methodist Church, West End Musical
Entertainment, 2.30-4.30pm
th
Wed 16 March
Methodist Church, Fun and Games, 2-4pm
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HUNTINGDON SOCIAL GROUP
Great Stukeley Village Hall, Great Stukeley
Venue, Activity & Time
st
Mon 31 January
Gt Stukeley Hall, Quiz, 2-4pm
th
Mon 14 February Gt Stukeley Hall, West End Musical
Entertainment, 10.30am-12.30pm
Mon 28th March
Gt Stukeley Hall, Fun and Games, 2-4pm
Please note that in the event of severe weather conditions
clubs may need to be cancelled at short notice. We will
obviously do our best to notify everyone concerned at the
earliest opportunity but if you are in any doubt then please
phone the office.
Thank you for your understanding.
Arts & Crafts Club
The Arts and Crafts session returned face to face in July moving to a
new mobility friendly venue held at The Coneygear Centre in Hartford.
The July craft project involved creating garden pot insects by painting
golf balls in the form of ladybirds and bees. Everyone went home with
their hands covered in paint proudly showing commitment to the cause.
September’s craft project involved the members decorating wooden
trinket boxes, members carefully painted their trinket box whilst using
wooden lettering or shells to finish off their artwork.
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Walking Group
Unfortunately, due to the fuel shortage the Society had to postpone the
walking group planned for September. The November session took
place at Hinchingbrooke Park which was enjoyed by all.
Sports and Social Group
Our lasts sport and social group was a huge success with many
members returning for our quiz night. The room was tense with
competition, but it was all taken in good spirits. Molly and Iggy, our
members guide dogs were key contributors to their team.
We’re very much looking forward to the first sports and social group
planned for 2022 with bowling planned for our first session in February.

Theatre Group
It was a joy for the theatre group to meet up again at the Cambridge
Arts Theatre in October to see the comedy play ‘Groan Ups’ performed
by the Mischief Theatre group.
We have nothing further booked at the moment and await more
information from the theatre with new additions to their schedule for
Spring 2022. If you are interested in joining the group, please contact
the office for further information.
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Book Group
The Hunts Blind book group, known as ‘Peeky Blinders’, returned to
Huntingdon Library in August. The book group meets on the third
Tuesday of each month 3pm - 4.30pm. Due to current restrictions, we
can have no more than six members attend the book group library
sessions, so we have a waiting list in place. Despite these restrictions,
the group is still growing in numbers and the members on the waiting
list don’t miss out, they download the books and then take part in a
group telephone call to discuss the chosen book, as they would if they
attended the library session. When restrictions are lifted further, we will
have all book group members attend the library sessions together.
Since August, the group has listened to The Bird Watcher by William
Shaw, which everyone enjoyed, City of Girls by Elizabeth Gilbert,
Between the Orange Groves by Nadia Parks and The Foundling by
Stacey Halls.
To join the book group, you will need a smart phone or tablet. Please
contact Emma for more information.
Christmas Party
The organising of the Christmas trip to Wicksteed on the 15th December
is progressing smoothly. Coaches are booked, volunteer drivers are at
the ready to assist, and we have now received confirmation of the menu
choices from Wicksteed. Shortly we will be contacting all members who
have confirmed their interest in the Christmas trip to confirm food
preferences, alongside contacting those who require transport to the
coaches.
The mandatory Christmas jumper / T shirt for all Hunts Blind staff will
continue to be present and we invite members to take part too. For
those members not joining us for the Christmas trip we wish you all a
relaxing and happy Christmas, and a healthy New Year.

FAREWELL FROM RACHEL
It is with sadness, as it’s never nice to say goodbye, and with a lot of
excitement too, I wish to take this opportunity to let you all know that I
will be leaving the Society at the beginning of December 2021. I have
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taken up a new role as Care Co-ordinator at Cromwell Vets in St Ives. I
adore animals so I’m really excited to take on my new role. Thank you
all so much for making my time at the Society very enjoyable and I have
loved every minute of it. I will certainly miss you all, but I will hold you
all close in my heart and in my memories. Take care and I hope to see
some of you at future events.

FAREWELL FROM JENNY
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my ten years’ service with Hunts Blind but, now
I’m officially a pensioner, it’s time to retire! It’s been a pleasure to work
at such a well-regarded local charity alongside a really dedicated team
of staff and volunteers which are supported by the Trustees.
Over the years, it’s been my privilege to get to know so many of you
and I will miss everyone.
I wish you all the very best for the future.

FUNDRAISING NEWS
With the easing of restrictions, we have been fortunate to reintroduce
various fundraising opportunities. One of the larger fundraising events
took place in Gransden in September, the weather held out and we are
led to believe that this was one of the busiest annual events at the
Gransden Show for many years. Thank you to our Volunteers Fiona,
Sharon, Nick and puppy Reggie for all their help with running the event.
Alongside Gransden we were able to reintroduce a bucket collection at
Morrisons raising a total of £137.00. Thank you to member Angela and
Guide dog Bertie, for helping at this event.
On the first Saturday of every month, we hold a tombola stall at the
Saint Crafters Craft Fair, which is held at the Free Church in St Ives
between 9.30am – 3.30pm. Admission is free and alongside the support
that you offer Hunts Blind by attending the craft fair you also have the
opportunity to purchase original, handmade items direct from local
makers.

Page 13

HSB 200 CLUB
The 200 Club is a scheme to raise funds for the Society and for us to
give our supporters the chance to win money prizes every month.
For the annual subscription of £12 per share you will be entered in
twelve monthly draws and grand draws twice a year. Last year the
scheme raised over £1200 for the Society and gave equal amounts in
prize money.
If you or a friend or neighbour is interested in joining the Society’s 200+
club, please contact Emma at the office on 01480 453438 or
emma@huntsblind.co.uk.
HSB 200+ Club Results
Congratulations to all prize winners in August, September, October and
November and our thanks to all members of the 200+ club for your
continued support.
August
1st prize - £25, S Dronfield
2nd prize - £15, R East
3rd prize - £10, E Barber

September
1st prize - £25, J Bird
2nd prize - £15, N Flowers
3rd prize - £10, B Elswood

October
1st prize – £25, J Manning
2nd prize – £15, D Mayers
3rd prize – £10, I Longland

November
1st prize - £25, A Fillingham
2nd prize - £15, K Lowe
3rd prize - £10, M Agger

DONATIONS WANTED FOR OUR CHARITY SHOP
Our charity shop welcomes donations of good quality bric-a-brac,
wool, books, used stamps and printer cartridges.
Unfortunately, we are unable to accept clothing.
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Alongside the shop the resource room is now also open to all, we kindly
request that appointments for resources/equipment are made in
advance. Please give us a call on 01480 453438 to arrange an
appointment.

NEW PRODUCTS
High Visibility Rucksack
A new high visibility
rucksack is available from
the Partially Sighted Society
priced at £29.94.
The rucksack has the PSS
symbol of Visual Impairment
clearly displayed. It has
access for earphones to an
internal pocket where a
player can be stored and an
internal pocket can be used
to store keys, mobile
phones etc. There are two
small side pockets with seethrough mesh to view
contents, a carry handle and
an outer pocket with a mesh
liner for drying out wet
clothing or useful as a compartment where you can see contents. The
size of the rucksack is 23 litres.
2022 Diaries and Calendars
If you haven’t already placed your order for a diary or calendar for next
year and wish to do so, please contact Emma. Orders will be taken over
the telephone and delivery will be direct to your home address.
Christmas cards now on sale
We have a lovely collection of Christmas cards available to purchase
from our charity shop at just £3.00 per pack. Every purchase helps to
raise funds for Hunts Blind so please do consider popping into the shop
and buying your cards from us this year.
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TECH CORNER
Technology can be invaluable for people with visual impairments, both
as a tool for learning and for communication. Our goal is to provide you
with the information you need to learn about available technology and
even discover new ways to use technology to enhance your everyday
life. We're now pleased to be able to provide you with one-to-one
personal Tech Support, alongside our monthly group meetings which
is supported by the RNIB.
Monthly Tech group meetings take place on the third Wednesday of
each month between 10am-12pm via Zoom.
For one-to-one support sessions all appointments need to be prebooked in advance for minor technology based issues. Sessions will
take place in the resource room at our Hunts Blind office. Support
sessions can be varied based on your needs from tips on selecting
and using everyday technology such as computers or mobile phones,
or advice for assistive technology and independent products.
Would you like to help RNIB test a new product?
RNIB is seeking Hunts Blind members to participate in testing some
new Chip and PIN devices. RNIB will bring the devices to the Society’s
offices at St Mary’s Street, and will complete all testing on site.
Testing with each person will usually take around an hour and travelling
expenses of a maximum of £30.00, alongside a £40.00 shopping
voucher is available as a thank you for taking part.
If you can spare an hour and would like to come and test with us,
please contact Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind on the following
email address tom@huntsblind.co.uk or call 01480 453438.

HUNTINGDONSHIRE TALKING NEWSPAPER
We are very grateful to The Talking Newspaper who record our Society
newsletter onto CD so if you would like to receive it in this format or you
would like the weekly Hunts Post, then please contact us at the Hunts
Society for the Blind on 01480 453438.
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE LIBRARIES PRESENT
The Night Raids by Jim Kelly
A lone German bomber crosses
the East coast of Britain on a
moonless night in the long hot
summer of 1940. The pilot picks
up the silver thread of a river and
following it to his target, drops his
bomb over Cambridge's rail
yards. The shell falls short of its
mark, and lands in a maze-like
neighbourhood of terraced
streets on the edge of the city's
medieval centre. D I Eden Brooke
is first on the scene and
discovers the body of an elderly
woman, Nora Wylde, beside her
shattered bed in a terrace house
on Elm Street, two fingers on her
left hand severed, in what looks
like a brutal attempt by looters to
steal her rings. When the next
day Nora's teenage granddaughter, Peggy, a munitions worker at
Marshall's Airfield, is reported missing, Brooke realises there is more to
the situation that meets the eye.
Borrow from Cambridgeshire Libraries Libby from
Overdrive https://cambridgeshirelibraries.overdrive.com/media/564471
8?cid=1204009
All you need is a library card – you can join online at
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgibin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/JOIN or by visiting your library.
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The Starless World of Henry Grey by Dorothy Isabel Cooke
Henry was seven. He had never seen the sky, so could not differentiate
between night and day. Although, he did seem to know that nighttime
was like a shadow and the warmth from the sunlight was no longer on
his skin.
Henry had a curious enquiring mind and, as such, wanted to know what
colours looked like. His mother thought about it and decided on orange,
red and yellow to describe first. It was a very warm day so they both
went outside and sat in full sunshine. As Henry was warming up, his
mother explained that orange, yellow and red were warm colours, like
the warmth from the sun or heat from the log fire on colder days. “They
are bright and warming” she told Henry. She then peeled an orange
“smell this fruit”. Henry did so and said, “it’s an orange”.
“It’s an orange and it’s colour is orange” was her reply, Henry was busy
devouring the delicious fruit. Henry’s mother then took him inside, he
then felt a shiver as it was cooler in the house and she then described
blue as being a little colder. His mother then gave some cotton wool
balls to Henry to feel and explained “the sky is sometimes very blue and
it is dispersed with white clouds rather like those cotton wool balls that
you can feel. On other days it can feel grey, you know on days you can
feel the rain or sense a change in the weather, you are very good at
using your senses”.
Henry’s mother had picked some buttercups that were growing in the
garden. She put a flower-head under Henry’s chin, it curled up and
Henry found it tickled, he laughed. “This flower is bright and sunny like
today, its colour is like the bright sun, it is called a buttercup”. She put
another flower-head under Henry’s chin who was loving the feeling of
the flower curling up, “they say you like butter if the flower curls up, but I
think that the flower always curls up”.
Henry’s mother continued, “black, grey and brown are dark colours, that
is the ground in which the buttercups grow”. She then placed a little
earth on Henry’s hand “that is brown, it is the same colour as the
chocolate squares with the sweet taste you love to eat. Then there is
green, you can smell grass when it has been cut it makes you sneeze.
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The grass is green, remember the smell. Black and grey are like the
feeling of the shadow you feel across your eyes when night falls.”
“I think that the dark colours are sad” retorted Henry, “Oh no”, his
mother cried “sometimes they can be sad colours but they can also be
exciting, take the night sky”. She then cut the shapes of the moon out of
cardboard from a cereal packet, “the moon can be round or half circle”.
Giving the shapes to Henry she continued “the moon sends down moon
beams on a clear night and when the night sky is bright, I will take you
into the garden and see if you can feel the light on your body”.
Henry’s mother then cut out a star shape and gave it to Henry to feel,
“up in the night sky there are millions of shapes like that star, they shine
just like the light the doctors sometimes shine into your eyes. I know
you can see a little of the light and the skies are bright in a dark sky so
imagine a dark sky with lots of little shiny lights.” Henry smiled “yes, I
can imagine that”, he said.
Henry then said that on warm days he would think of orange, on really
hot days he would think of yellow which would remind him of the sun
and the buttercups. Then, in winter when it was cold and he could feel
the heat from the fire, he would think of red days to remind him that the
fire was hot and it could burn. When it was night time or rainy, he
would imagine dark colours but also think of the night sky with the moon
and millions of little lights and he would hold up his star shape. He
would also think of green and remember the smell of fresh cut grass.
He would think of blue when he felt the sun on his body and he held up
the cotton wool balls “here are my clouds, soft and fluffy”, he said.
Henry was using his imagination, he was learning and having fun,
although he would never see colours he could associate the sun, a fire,
grass, rain and the night sky with colours, he would also use his sense
of smell and touch as with the orange and buttercups. Henry went to
sleep dreaming of a night sky with millions of stars.
Copyright: Dorothy Isabel Cooke – 29.07.21
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The following two poems have been kindly sent to us by Hunts Blind
member, Frank.
An Autumn Story
This is the tale of Henry Grub
Who joined his local gardening club,
Each monthly meeting he attended
He met more people he befriended.
The old ones said when they began
They each drew up a garden plan
So with squared paper without fail
He drew a garden plan to scale.
His wife said “in your first design
You’ve not put in my washing line.
And when my mother comes to call
We’ll need TWO seats beside the wall!
You know that she likes hollyhocks.
You couldn’t plan a window box!”
Poor Henry took her words to heart
She’d criticized him from the start,
But just to prove he was no failure
Won club prize for his single dahlia!
A Winters Tale
Dear Santa
When I’m writing off to Santa
I think that I will say
I’d like a bumper pack of seeds
When you call on Christmas Day
The pack you brought me last year
‘Ten Seeds Inside’ it read
But there were only five that grew
When planted in the bed!
Just leave the seeds by my front door
When you’ve landed in your sleigh
The whiskey and mince pies are yours
If you’ll take some weeds away!
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PEGASUS SCHEME
Trail-blazing new scheme launched for people with communication
difficulties
Cambridgeshire Constabulary is among a handful of forces nationwide
to implement the Pegasus scheme. Pegasus is a new scheme to
improve the service the force provides to people with communication
difficulties. It allows police officers and call handlers to quickly find
members’ personal details and how they prefer to communicate.
Through Pegasus, information which was previously difficult to provide
in tough situations can be accessed immediately, meaning call takers
can skip to why they need police.
Each member is given a unique PIN on a card and key fob, and has
their name, address and communication preference held on a secure
database, which, with their consent, can be shared with other
emergency services.
When a member contacts police, either online, in person or by phone,
they simply need to say ‘Pegasus’ and quote their unique PIN.
This will allow the officer or call handler to quickly find out how they can
effectively communicate with them.
Pegasus aims to improve confidence and build better relationships
between those with disabilities and police by removing any
communication barriers, providing the best support possible.
To sign up for the scheme, fill out the form on the force’s website.
Carers for those with communication difficulties can register on their
behalf.
PEGASUS TEAM
Cambridgeshire Constabulary
(Pegasus) Hinchingbrooke Park,
Huntingdon, PE29 6NP

Page 21

TING
Enjoy on-demand, tailor made bus trips, booked at your fingertips!
Ting is a great new way to get about by bus in West Huntingdonshire,
without having to rely on a car.
Ting is a six-month demand response travel pilot trial, in partnership
with Stagecoach East. The results of the trial will help decide if it’s a
transport option that Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined
Authority can use in the future.
Where can you travel?
Ting covers the West Huntingdonshire area including key towns such
as St Neots, Huntingdon, Sawtry and surrounding villages. The service
has been introduced to West Huntingdonshire to improve transport links
for those living in rural areas, removing young people’s dependence on
parents for lifts and allowing local residents to lessen their reliance on
cars.
When can you travel?
The Ting service is available 7am-7pm Monday-Friday and 8am-4pm
Saturday. Ting doesn’t operate on Sundays or Bank Holiday Mondays.
Book your Ting trip
If you live in the trial area and want to give Ting a try, simply download
the Ting app to your phone, book your trip and your bus will pick you up
at your chosen time. Plus, you can travel anywhere within the service
zone for just £2 for a single fair, £4 return. OAP and disabled
concessionary passes accepted for free travel.
Ting trips can also be booked over the phone, 01223 433 255.
Add-on journeys – £1 Adult single, £2 return
on 4/905 Cambourne to Cambridge,
to St Ives from Huntingdon bus station on route A
from Sawtry to Peterborough on 904
or St Neots to Bedford om X5/905
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NOTIFICATION FROM THE SENIOR COMMUNICATIONS
SPECIALIST AT TV LICENSING
Since the start of the pandemic we’ve seen the number and variety of
scams increase. Research by the Government’s Joint Fraud Taskforce
found that 8 out of 10 UK adults had received a scam text in the last
three months and landline call scams continued to be a threat for older
people, with almost two thirds of all over-75s saying they had received
a potential scam call.
That’s why TV Licensing is working to help customers protect
themselves against fraudsters. To help stop the scammers , we are
asking people to STOP – CHECK – ASK if they receive any suspicious
communications that appear to be from TV Licensing.
STOP – Scammers will attempt to trick you into giving away your
personal or bank details. Always be wary of letters, emails, texts or
phone calls that promise you money or a refund.
CHECK – Has the sender spelled your name correctly and are there
any grammatical mistakes? You should also make sure they have
included the correct licence number, which you can check on the TV
Licensing website.
ASK – If you’re ever unsure about a communication you’ve received,
it’s always best to ask someone – perhaps a friend or trusted
advisor. You can go to the TV Licensing website and sign in to your
licence at tvl.co.uk/yourlicence to check if anything is actually wrong or
call TV Licensing on 0300 303 9695 to speak with someone who can
help.
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159 SCHEME
Featured on the Martin Lewis Money Show
159 is a new scheme to check calls from banks are legitimate.
When calling the 159 service, you'll be put through to an option menu
where the name of every bank that has signed up to the service is read
aloud. You are then able to use your telephone keypad to be put
through to your bank. The scheme is there to help those who believe
they have been contacted by scammers claiming to be their bank, or by
fraudsters who encourage them to transfer money.
If you need to call your bank, dial 159, which is in a diagonal line on
your keypad. Calling the service will cost the same as making a national
rate call.
The scheme may not prevent sophisticated scammers from contacting
you and be aware that simply hanging up on a suspicious call and
dialling 159 may not protect you and does not guarantee your safety.
Sophisticated scammers can trick you into thinking you’re calling your
bank. It was advised on the show to dial 159 from another phone or try
calling a friend's phone first or wait 20 minutes and try 159 on the same
phone.
The following banks are currently taking part in the 159 service: Bank of
Scotland, Barclays, Halifax, Lloyds Bank, NatWest, Royal Bank of
Scotland, Santander, Starling Bank & Ulster Bank.

VOLUNTEERING
Our volunteers are key to our success. With the deepest of
gratitude we would like to thank everyone from the Hunts Blind
volunteer team.
Contact the office to hear more about the range of volunteer roles at
Hunts Blind, or to register interest.
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Sudoku
Sudoku is easy to play and the rules are simple. Fill in the blanks so
that each row, each column, and each of the nine 3x3 grids contain one
instance of each of the numbers 1 through 9.
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SUMMER 2021 QUIZ RESULTS
Thank you to all who submitted answers to the summer quiz.

G
N
Y
L
F
R
E
T
T
U
B
G
E

K
O
L
L
I
D
A
M
R
A
O
S
S

N
I
H
P
L
O
D
B
A
R
C
H
U

U
L
G
E
G
I
R
A
F
F
E
R
O

M
B
A
D
G
E
R
T
A
E
L
E
M

P
A
R
L
V
D
U
N
P
R
I
W
D

I
X
B
A
N
B
E
A
R
R
D
A
O

H
E
E
E
S
R
O
H
E
E
O
L
T

C
B
Z
S
T
A
R
P
L
T
C
R
I

M
I
N
K
L
R
A
E
O
A
O
U
B

O
R
C
A
X
N
Y
L
M
N
R
S
B

E
L
O
V
D
U
M
E
D
U
C
K
A

T
K
W
A
A
L
L
I
G
A
T
O
R

Unused letters spell: O R A N G U T A N
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WINTER QUIZ
When completed, this Christmas themed word search has 7 unused
letters which will spell out another word. There is a prize for the winning
entry. Entries need to be returned to the office by 1st March 2022.

E
S
O
O
G
R
E
E
D
N
I
E
R
T

R
P
A
N
T
O
M
I
M
E
Y
V
I
P

E
G
P
L
U
M
P
U
D
D
I
N
G
O

H
S
O
T
O
Y
S
A
Y
L
S
O
N
I

Cards
Carol
Comet
Cranberry sauce
Dancer
Dasher
Elf
Frankincense
Gold

S
Y
L
L
O
H
N
B
E
E
L
E
I
N

A
S
D
R
A
C
C
O
L
D
K
G
F
S

D
E
S
N
E
C
N
I
K
N
A
R
F
E

R
E
F
R
O
B
I
N
N
M
A
R
U
T

Goose
Holly
Ivy
Log
Magi
Mince pie
Mistletoe
Myrrh
Noel

Unused letters spell

E
E
L
M
W
W
R
E
A
T
H
E
T
T

H
R
E
L
O
R
A
C
S
L
S
C
S
I

P
T
M
I
N
C
E
P
I
E
A
N
U
A

E
C
U
A
S
Y
R
R
E
B
N
A
R
C

H
R
R
Y
M
E
G
D
I
R
T
R
A
P

Pantomime
Partridge
Plum pudding
Poinsettia
Prancer
Reindeer
Robin
Santa
Shepherd
_

_

_

_

_

S
E
O
T
E
L
T
S
I
M
A
P
A
B

Snow
Star
St Nicholas
Stuffing
Tinsel
Toys
Tree
Turkey
Wreath
_

_

Name……………………………Contact Number…..……………………….
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