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8 ST MARY'S STREET 

HUNTINGDON 
PE29 3PE 

 
 

Telephone:  01480 453438 

 

e-mail: info@huntsblind.co.uk 

www.huntsblind.co.uk 

facebook: /huntsblind 

twitter: www.twitter.co.uk/@huntsblind 

 
 

THE CENTRE INCLUDES THE OFFICE,  
SHOP AND EQUIPMENT ROOM  

 
 

WE HAVE STAFF AVAILABLE FROM 10.00 am. to 3.00 pm. 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  

 
Here to help: 
 
Manager:      Erika Brown  
Administrator/Finance Officer: Emma Martin  
Social activities coordinators  Andrea Murphy 
       Rachel Sutherland 
Outreach worker (north)  Vicki Jones  
Outreach worker (south)  Jenny McInnes  
Fundraising coordinator  Wendy Underwood 
Eye clinic liaison officer  Vicky French  
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Hello and welcome to our summer 2018 newsletter. 
 
As ever our newsletter is full of updates on what we’ve been up to in the 
last few months and what we can look forward to in the months ahead – I 
hope you enjoy catching up with all the news. 
 
All clubs continue to be very well supported and have been as busy as 
always with a wide variety of outings and activities.  The Society’s annual 
holiday to Corton in Suffolk was a great success and we’re currently 
planning next year’s holiday.  We’ve also been busy with fundraising 
activities and are grateful for everyone who has come along to support 
our monthly coffee mornings – details of future dates are provided later.  
Our annual fundraising lunch makes a welcome return on 17

th
 November 

and will be held at Brampton Park Golf Club and we also are planning on 
a quiz/auction evening in the autumn – details to be announced soon.   
 
The new General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) came into effect in 
May which I’m sure will not have escaped your attention!  In order to 
comply with the new regulations we will be contacting all members for 
consent to hold your data and share Society information with you in the 
format of your choice.  Rest assured that your information will not be 
shared outside of the Society unless we have your approval in advance to 
do so.  A copy of our new Data Protection Policy and Privacy Policy is 
available from the Society office – please let us know if you would like a 
copy sending to you. 
 
Love or loathe technology there’s definitely no getting away from it!  
We’ve introduced a “Tech Corner” section to the newsletter which we 
hope you find useful.  If you would like to contribute an article on 
technology which you find useful and you feel might be useful to others 
we would love to hear from you!  
 
Best wishes to you all 
Erika Brown, Manager 
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Message from Vicki 

Hello everyone.  I'd just like to 
thank everyone for their 
thoughts, cards, flowers and 
well wishes.  From when my 
husband  Dave was 
diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer, his passing away on 
the 18th April and the period 
after his death has been a 
truly awful time but your 
support has been fantastic 
and has helped me through.  
Knowing that you all care 
means so much to me.   

Thank you, Vicki. 
 

BANK HOLIDAY 
Please note that the shop and office will be closed  

Bank Holiday Monday 27 August 2018. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Please join us at our Annual General Meeting on  

Monday 10
th
 September at 2.30pm 

The Comrades Club, 58 Cambridge Street,  
Godmanchester, PE29 2AY 

 
Birthdays  
We would like to send our best wishes to all members celebrating a 
birthday in August, September, October and November.  Members 
celebrating a special birthday in the coming months are: Reginald 
Breeze, Josie Cooper, Cynthia Martin, Louisa Long, Don Griffin, Christine 
Sheldon, Elsie Wheaton, Marlene Mackintosh, Joan Muckley, Sally 
Andrews, Brian Smith, Roy Mason and John O’Callaghan. 
 
Deaths 
We are very sorry to report the deaths of the following members: Kay 
Simon, Charles Canham, Daphne Protheroe, Bill Deane, Jim Scott, 
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Rosemary Allpress, Patricia Coe, John Rowell, Jean Lloyd, Brenda 
Lavender, Kathleen Twigden, Audrey Ayres, Violet King, Jenny Woolford, 
Bubbles Parker, Lee Price, Naomi Cook, Terry Nicholls, Hilda Cuxson, 
Peggy Furnell and Daphne Abbott.  
 

SOCIETY HOLIDAY, CORTON, SUFFOLK, 2018  
 

This year’s Society 
holiday was to Warners 
Coastal Village in 
Corton, Suffolk.  A group 
of 35 members and 
carers enjoyed a 
wonderful week of hot 
weather which enabled 
us to make the most of 
the outside on-site 
facilities – crazy golf, 
bowls, archery, rifle 
shooting to name just a 
few.  Other day time 
activities included bingo, 
quizzes, swimming, darts competition and a line dancing workshop.  We 
were entertained every evening with professional singers and a very 
impressive magician.  The food choices for breakfast and dinner seemed 
endless and the quality was superb.  Because of the on-site 
entertainment available and the relatively close distance to Great 
Yarmouth and Lowestoft by bus or taxi we had decided not to put on any 
day trips which were missed by some of our party and your feedback has 
been taken on-board.  Overall the feedback from the group has been 
extremely positive – thank you to everyone who returned their post-
holiday survey.   
 
Society Holiday for 2019 
We are already looking to book the Society holiday for next year and have 
taken into consideration the feedback we received from members who 
went along on holiday to Corton this year.   
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For June 2019 we have decided to visit the stunning 4* Thoresby Hall 
Hotel in Nottinghamshire which retains many of its historic features which 
can be enjoyed by guests today.  As with all Warner Leisure Hotel breaks, 
a wide range of activities are available on site plus will be organising two 
day trips out.  Further information about the holiday is provided in the 
letter enclosed with your newsletter or you can telephone the office for 
more details. 

 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES REPORT BY RACHEL AND ANDREA  

 

In April Ramsey club members had a very interesting and informative talk 
from the Macular Society followed by a question and answer session. St 
Neots, St Ives and Huntingdon clubs had a talk from Cambridgeshire Fire 
Service which provided a valuable insight into the prevention of fires and 
the offer of a free check on members smoke alarms in their homes. 
 
Shopaholic 
members (and staff 
and volunteers) 
had a terrific day at 
Springfields 
shopping centre 
near Spalding in 
May. The weather 
was kind and the 
coffee shops and 
restaurants 
provided welcome 
refreshments for everyone. 
 
Everyone had an enjoyable day out, many thanks to the volunteers who 
either came to support members or drive members to and from the 
coaches. 
 
In June all groups had Strawberry Teas with entertainment provided at 
three of the clubs, by John Pilbeam, singing songs from the 40’s, 50’s and 
60’s.  
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Many thanks to Sharron and Val who prepared the scones for the teas, 
they were delicious and very naughty but nice! Val’s cheesy scones were 
to die for! 
 
Sports and Social Club 
In May we visited the Raptor Centre near 
Somersham.  This was the first visit to the 
centre for many of our members and what a 
fantastic experience we all had.  The 
Rangers gave us a detailed talk on the birds 
which we were able to handle.  The finale 
and best part of the day was seeing the 
birds in flight swooping inches from our 
heads.  After the show a lovely buffet lunch 
was laid on for us all which we thoroughly 
enjoyed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Walking Group 
We managed to get in two walks this quarter and the weather for both 
couldn’t have been more different. May’s walk, along the shoreline of the 
Lake at Grafham Water was the coldest and windiest walk the group has 
experienced by far.  The spray from the water and the wind in our faces 
didn’t undermine the determination and hardcore attitude of the members 
who refused to cut our walk short. Instead, we carried on only stopping 
once we reached the Cafe.  
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In June we visited Ferry Meadows, Peterborough where we took a walk 
around one of the lakes in very hot temperatures.  After an hour walk and 
with the intense heat finally getting to us, we pitched up close to the lake 
with our picnic and enjoyed the surroundings over lunch.  For 
entertainment we watched a mother mink moving her babies from the 
woods to the waters shore - all very cute. Ferry Meadows is such a 
beautiful place to explore and we will be 
heading back in the autumn.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Arts and Crafts 
In June the group made shabby chic signs from ice cream sticks. Once 
the sticks had been glued together we painted our own messages and 
designs on them....all polite! 
Andrea was 
very surprised 
when everyone 
sang her 
“Happy 
Birthday” 
Twenty one 
again!!!! 
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Summer outing 
For our summer outing this year we spent a day at The Imperial War 
Museum, Duxford with 60 members and carers.  We had an informative 
day wandering round the many hangers with aircrafts ranging from 
Concorde to the Battle of Britain’s Lancaster bomber. 
 
The weather was 
kind and Duxford 
staff were on hand 
to flag down a ride 
back to the visitor 
centre for those of 
us who were tiring 
at the end of the 
day.  Lunch and a 
cake were definitely 
earned by us all. 
 
Thank you to all the 
volunteers who 
gave up their time 
to help on the trip.   
 

Theatre Group 

Our theatre group has had two visits to the Cambridge Arts Theatre so far 
this year. In April we enjoyed an all-star cast in the comedy play ‘Quartet’, 
including Paul Nicholas, Jeff Rowle, Sue Holderness and the particularly 
hilarious facial expressions of Wendi Peters.  

In June we saw another comedy ‘The Play that goes Wrong’ with laugh 
out loud, slapstick humour with a clever set that gradually fell apart as the 
play progressed.  

Our next trip will be to see Mathew Horne (Gavin & Stacey, Bad 
Education) and Ed Speleers (Downton Abbey, Eragon) in the Stage 
Theatre Company production of ‘Rain Man’ on Saturday 13th October at 
2:30pm. 

 
If you are interested in joining any of the club activities please 
contact the office.   
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FORTHCOMING CLUB ACTIVITIES 
 
ST NEOTS SOCIAL GROUP - usually meets at the Methodist Church 
Hall, Eynesbury 2pm unless otherwise advised. 

Date Venue, Activity & Time  

Monday 6
th
 August Ray Carter entertains  

Monday 3
rd

 September Fun and Games 

Monday 1
st
 October Ten Pin Bowling  

Monday 5
th
 November Goods for Sale 

Wednesday 12
th
 December Christmas party 

 
RAMSEY SOCIAL GROUP – usually meets at Bury Village Hall, Bury 
(Ramsey) 2pm unless otherwise advised.   

Date Venue, Activity & Time 

Monday 13th August Ray Carter entertains 

Wednesday 10th September Fire Brigade talk 
Monday 8

th
 October Ten Pin Bowling 

Monday 12th November Goods for sale  

Wednesday 12
th
 December Christmas party 

 
ST IVES SOCIAL GROUP - usually meets at the St Ives Methodist 
Church Hall, The Waits, St Ives, 2pm unless otherwise advised. 

  Date Venue, Activity & Time 

Wednesday 22nd August Ray Carter entertains 

Wednesday 19th September Fun and Games 
Monday 17

th
 October Ten Pin Bowling 

Wednesday 21
st
 November Goods for sale  

Wednesday 12
th
 December Christmas party 

 
HUNTINGDON SOCIAL GROUP - usually meets at the Comrades club, 
Godmanchester, 2pm unless otherwise advised. 

Date Venue, Activity & Time 

Monday 20th August The Banjo Man entertains 

Wednesday 24
th
  September Fun and Games  

Monday 29th October Ten Pin Bowling 

Monday 26
th
 November Goods for sale  

Wednesday 12
th
  December Christmas party 
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A FRIENDLY REMINDER ON CLUB TRANSPORT 
If you confirm with Andrea or Rachel that you would like to go to club and 
need transport, but then find you are unable to go, please contact the 
office on 01480 453438 as soon as possible. You can leave a message 
on the answer phone outside office hours.  This will help us greatly as 
sometimes drivers are in short supply and we can then allocate your seat 
to another. Many thanks. 
 

VISIT OUR RESOURCE ROOM 
Come and visit our newly refurbished resource room where you will find a 
new display of the stock we hold and some examples of products that are 
available to order.  

 
New products 
The newly redesigned Connect 12 by 
Humanware combines a high-
performance digital magnifier with the 
versatility of an Android tablet.  The new 
interface options gives you all the tools 
you need in one place, allowing you to 
choose what you want to do: enlarge a 
printed document, read a book from a 
bookshare library, write an assignment, 
take a test and more, all adjusted to your 
visual comfort.  The Connect 12 is lightweight, sturdy and extremely 
portable and has a 12 inch full HD touchscreen with direct access to 
objects and documents being viewed.  The long lasting battery has up to 
8 hours of use.   
 
The price for the Connect 12 is £2000 plus £385 for the camera and the 
keyboard is priced at £95 plus a delivery charge of £20. The Connect 12 
comes with a two year warranty. 
 
For more information please contact Humanware direct on 01933 
415800.  All purchases are made direct with Humanware with full support 
in setting up and training.   
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2019 diaries and calendars  
will be available to order from September.  

Please contact Emma in the office with your order.  

 
Microwave oven for sale/long term loan 

We have a second hand, good condition, Cobolt talking microwave 
available for sale or long term loan.  If you are interested, please contact 
the office. 

 

FUNDRAISING NEWS  
Coffee mornings 
Our ever popular coffee mornings are held 10am - 1pm in All Saints 
Church, Huntingdon and will run up until November.  The coffee morning 
dates will be as follows: 

Wednesday 8
th

 August 
Wednesday 12

th
 September 

Wednesday 10
th

 October 
Wednesday 14

th
 November (Christmas shopping) 

 
A wonderful selection of homemade cakes are difficult to resist at our 
coffee mornings and we have a fabulous selection of prizes available to 
win on our tombola and raffle tables.   
 
The Summer Draw was very well supported and raised approximately 
£1600, thanks to all who helped to sell tickets and congratulations to all 
the prize winners.  If you would like a list of the prize winners please 

contact the office.    
 
The Society was chosen by 
the captains of golf teams 
from Wyton and Houghton for 
their annual fundraising golf 
tournament.  Great golfing 
was followed by a wonderful 
evening of a BBQ, raffle and 
auction.  We were delighted 
to receive a cheque for 
£4,880.  Thank you to 
everyone who took part or 
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supported the tournament and special thanks to Nick and Ian for selecting 
Hunts Blind as their beneficiary charity. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
We are hoping to hold a Quiz/Auction Night in September – date and 
venue to be confirmed.  If you would like further information please 
contact the office.   
 

HUNTS BLIND FUNDRAISING LUNCH 
 

Saturday 17
th

 November 2018 
Brampton Park Golf Club 

Tickets £35 each or £65 for 2 
 

Guest speaker Wing Commander Bob Carr  
“100 years of the Royal Air Force” 

 
For further information please contact the office - 01480 453438 

 

HSB 200+ Club Results  
We’re often asked by members and their friends and families how they 
can support the Society.  By having a HSB 200 club share at just £1 per 
month (£12 per year) you will help to ensure the continued provision of 
services to visually impaired people living throughout Huntingdonshire 
plus you have the chance to win a monthly cash prize!  Our winners for 
April, May, June and July were:-  
 
April      May  
1

st
 prize - £25, Ron Maith   1

st
 prize – £25, Rita Bates  

2
nd

 prize - £15, Mavis Barker  2
nd

 prize – £15, Pauline Kofie 
3

rd
 prize - £10, Jim O’Hare   3

rd
 prize – £10, Maureen Smith 

 
June      July  
1

st
 prize - £125, Janet Everett  1

st
 prize - £25, Joanne Holmes  

2
nd

 prize - £60, Jenny Lea  2
nd

 prize - £15, Jill Waddell  
3

rd
 prize - £30, Yvonne Sanders 3

rd
 prize - £10, Reginald Breeze  

4
th
 prize - £20, Alice Noyes 

5
th
 prize - £15, Barbara Lowings  
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Congratulations to all prize winners and our thanks to members of the 
200+ club for your continued support.  If you or a friend or neighbour is 
interested in joining the Society’s 200+ club please complete and return 
the form provided on the back of this newsletter.  
 

Visit our charity shop 
A quick reminder that our charity shop is open Monday to Friday,10am to 
3pm.  We have a fantastic range of bric-a-brac, books, knitted goods and 
so much more!   Please pop along and visit and if you have items you 
would like to donate please drop them in or call the office to arrange 
collection.  We also welcome donations of wool (to make more wonderful 
blankets, jumpers etc), used printer cartridges and old mobile phones.   
 

TECH CORNER 
 

Meet Alexa 
One of our members very kindly loaned us an Amazon Echo Dot for trial 
in the Society office.  The Dot requires access to Wi-Fi and needs to be 
set up in conjunction with an Amazon account.  Configuration was 
relatively straightforward and soon we were interacting with Alexa - our 
temporary new team member.   
 
How can we describe Alexa? Essentially she is a speaking version of 
the internet so for those of you who use the internet you’ll appreciate the 
vast amount of information she has at the tip of her tongue.  Simply ask 
Alexa a question and she WILL answer.  But the Dot is so much more 
than that.  Alexa can be asked, by verbal command, to play your audio 
books, make phone calls (if linked to your smart phone), keep a shopping 
list and indeed order your shopping, take memos, switch on a radio 
station, play games/quizzes, set timers 
and alarms and so, so much more.  And 
with compatible smart home technology 
Alexa can be used to run your home - turn 
your heating up or down, switch lights on 
or off etc.  The opportunities seem 
endless! 
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Amazon offers a range of Alexa products with varying functionality 
starting from £45 for the Echo Dot going up to £200 for the Echo Show 
which comes with a screen.  We found the Echo Dot to be adequate for 
our short trial period although we would recommend you investigate the 
full suite of products to find the one which best suits your needs. 
 
We enjoyed the time with our temporary new team member and could 
appreciate the benefits Alexa offers to visually impaired people.  If you 
use Alexa in your home we would like to hear your thoughts and 
comments which we can include in our next newsletter. 

 

NEW TECHNICAL SUPPORT SERVICE FOR PEOPLE WITH 
MACULAR DISEASE 

The Macular Society has launched a new technical support service to 
help people with macular disease get to grips with using digital assistive 
technology. 

Through the service the Society is offering guidance to anyone needing 
help with using gadgets and technology such as smartphones and 
tablets, digital magnifiers and other assistive technology. 

Tessa Barrett, head of service delivery for the Macular Society, said: 
“Digital assistive technology plays a crucial role in helping people with 
sight loss to live their day-to-day lives. With new gadgets and technology 
being developed all the time, this will only become more important, so it’s 
essential that we have the necessary resources in place to meet the 
increasing demand for technical support. 

“Many of the calls we receive to our main Helpline each month already 
come from people who want to ask questions about how to use their 
smartphones, tablets or other equipment. Going forward, we will be able 
to offer comprehensive technical support across a greater range of 
gadgets and technology. 

“Although we will not be able to recommend specific products, or offer 
repairs, we will be able to help our people get the most from their digital 
assistive technology, and we expect the service to prove extremely 
popular.” 
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You can contact the Macular Society’s technical support service by calling 
the existing Helpline number on 0300 3030 111 and selecting option 2, 
visit the website, www.macularsociety.org/techsupport or 
email techsupport@macularsociety.org 
 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE LIBRARIES PRESENTS 
 
To die but once– Jacqueline Winspear     
 

Spring 1940. With Britons facing what has 
become known as the Bore War - nothing 
much seems to have happened yet - Maisie 
Dobbs is asked to investigate the 
disappearance of a local lad, a young 
apprentice craftsman working on a "hush-
hush" government contract. As Maisie's 
inquiry reveals a possible link to the London 
underworld, so the country is bracing for a 
possible enemy invasion amid news of the 
British expeditionary force stranded along the 
French coast. And another mother is worried about a missing son - but 
this time the boy in question is one beloved by Maisie.  
 
Jacqueline was born in Kent, and now lives in the USA. Jacqueline’s 
grandfather was severely wounded and shell-shocked at The Battle of the 
Somme in 1916, and it was as she understood the extent of his suffering 
that, even in childhood, Jacqueline became deeply interested in the “war 
to end all wars” and its aftereffects. As an adult her interest deepened to 
the extent that, though she did not set out to write a “war” novel, it came 
as no surprise that this part of history formed the backdrop of Maisie 
Dobbs and other books in the series.  
 

Download this audiobook from the library website 
https://cambridgeshire.oneclickdigital.eu/ or download the RB Digital app 
to your tablet or phone or ask at your local library for assistance. 

 
HOME SECURITY ADVICE  

 
Homes with no security are reportedly 5 times more likely to be burgled 
than those with just simple security measures such as good window locks 

http://www.macularsociety.org/techsupport
mailto:techsupport@macularsociety.org
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and strong deadlocks.  Here are a few suggestions on keeping your 
homes safe. 
 

 Install a visual burglar alarm 

 Have good quality outside lighting. 

 Keep all side gates locked to prevent access to the rear of your 

property 

 Improve natural surveillance at the front of your property by trimming 

high hedges and trees. 

 Mark your valuables with your postcode and house number and 

register your property for free with Immobilise (The UK national 

property register). 

 Join your local neighbourhood watch scheme. 

 
Cold Calling 
If you are not sure who is at your door, don’t answer it. Check the identity 
of the caller by calling the company they are claiming to be from. Use the 
number listed in the local directory or telephone number on your bill, NOT 
the phone number provided by the caller, it may be bogus.  “The 
Waterboard” no longer exists, it is an obsolete phase used only by bogus 
callers. 
 
Going away on holiday? 
Here are a few tips to help keep your property and valuables safe while 
you are away. 
 

 Use an automatic timer to switch on lights and radio’s when it gets 

dark. 

 Cancel the newspapers and milk deliveries 

 Use the Royal Mail’s ‘keepsafe’ service, they keep your mail for up to 2 

months while you are away. 

 Ask a trusted neighbour or friend to collect post, open and close 

curtains or park their car on your driveway. 

 Avoid discussing holiday plans on public social networking sites, 

burglars can use any information you post on there to their advantage. 
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PETERBOROUGH LOW VISION DAY 

2018’s annual Peterborough Low Vision Day will be on: Friday 21st 
September, 10.30 to 3.30pm at Deaf Blind UK, John & Lucille van Geest 
Place, Cygnet Road, Hampton, Peterborough, PE7 8FD.  The event will 
include: 
 

 taster sessions in yoga, archery and diamond painting 

 Guide Dogs training sessions including a demonstration on how a long 
cane can help navigate the external environment safely and how to 
guide safely. 

 refreshments and light snacks   
 
Deaf Blind UK is on a regular bus route Citibus 6 from Queensgate bus 
station. The organisers will also be running a regular courtesy mini bus 
from Peterborough Queensgate Bus Depot in Westgate from 10am.  

 
For more information about Peterborough Low Vision Day, contact 01733 
344 844 or email  info@mypab.org.uk or visit 
http://www.mypab.org.uk/lowvision/ 

 

DIABETES UK - KNOW DIABETES - FIGHT DIABETES 
 

Diabetes UK Community Peer Support Group meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month from 7pm to 9pm in the Community Room at 
Tesco, Towerfields, Huntingdon. 
 
The group provides an opportunity to meet others with the condition and 
offers peer support through sharing experiences including practical tips 
on how to live well with diabetes.  The group also aims to raise local 
awareness.  Everyone, including non-diabetic family and friends, is 
welcome to attend.   

 
If you’re not able to attend the meetings but would like to make comment 
on your journey with diabetes or ask a question about what you have 
been told or read in the papers about the condition please contact John at 
stileway@hotmail.co.uk or call or text to 07732 108786. 
 

 

mailto:info@mypab.org.uk
http://www.mypab.org.uk/lowvision/
mailto:stileway@hotmail.co.uk
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FREE INFOSOUND INFORMATION SERVICE  
 
Infosound is an independent registered charity which produces 
information in audio on any subject that could be relevant to daily living 
with sight loss. A range of subjects are discussed including daily living 
aids, mobility, travel, training, employment, money, sport as well as 
events and one off services run for the benefit of visually impaired people.  
Listeners can also phone in with their own hints and tips.  The service is 
frequently updated with fresh audio features.   
 
Infosound broadcast information around the clock in several different 
easy to hear ways including home or mobile phone, online as a podcast, 
on Amazon voice controlled devices (see article on Echo Dot earlier in the 
newsletter) and on specialist audio players like British Wireless for the 
Blind Fund’s Sonata Plus radio/player and their Bumblebee tablet app.   
 
A CD containing an explanation of the free Infosound service is available 
or for further information please contact them on: tel:  03000 111 555, 
email : info@infosound.org.uk or write to them at PO Box 20, Brighton, 
BN2 7XX. 
 

BLIND VETERANS 

Blind Veterans is a national charity which helps blind ex-Service men and 
women lead independent and fulfilling lives by supporting them with their 
in-depth expertise, experience and full range of services.  They provide 
veterans with much-needed support to adjust to sight loss, overcome the 
challenges of blindness and enjoy daily life.  
 
If you have served in the Armed Forces, or have done National Service, 
and are now living with significant sight loss please contact Blind 
Veterans for information on how they might be able to help you.  Tel: 
0800 389 7979. 

 

TACTILE PAVEMENTS – WHAT DO THEY MEAN? 

Tactile paving is a system of textured ground surface found on stairs, 
footpaths and station platforms to inform visually impaired pedestrians 
about the hazards in front of them.   

mailto:info@infosound.org.uk
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Blister paving is used for pedestrian crossings. This surface provides a 
warning to someone with a visual impairment that they are at a road 
crossing. The surface is an essential safety feature and consists of rows 
of flat topped blisters in a square pattern. 

 

 

Offset blister paving is 
found at train, tram and tube 
platforms, to warn visually 
impaired people of the edge 
of the platform. The off-set 
blister tactile surface 
consists of flat-topped 
domes (blisters), spaced 
66.5mm apart from the 
centre of one dome to the 
next one. 

 

 

Corduroy tactile paving comprises rounded bars running length 
ways across the direction a pedestrian is walking. The bars are 6mm high 
and 20mm wide. This type of surface warns visually impaired people of 
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the presence of a specific hazard. This could be the top or bottom of 
stairs, a level crossing or a ramp. It is also used where a footway joins a 
shared route. The idea is that it highlights a potential hazard. 

 

 
The BBC recently broadcast an informative video on this topic and follows 
Amy Kavanagh who is registered blind and a fairly new comer to using a 
long cane, as she navigates her daily commute.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-44861568 
 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE TALKING NEWSPAPER 
 

We are very grateful to Huntingdon Talking Newspaper who record our 
Society newsletter onto CD.  If you would like to receive it in this format or 
you would like an audio version of the weekly Hunts Post please contact 
Hunts Blind on 01480 453438. 
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SPRING QUIZ RESULTS 
 

Thank you to all who submitted answers to the spring quiz of which was 
won by George Cousins 

 

Answers to Spring Quiz 

 
 

B D A F W R E D N E V A L D 
L R Q A R  A N O M I N K I L 
O A U W G O I I O W E N Y A 
N T A N M R N L O G D V T R 
D S E E E E E L O I A N E E 
E U L T D T L Y G N E R A M 
S M F L I E T O L G G S L E 
I V O R Y H O E A E J A D E 
O G Y M U L P M P R O L M N 
U L O R I M E A U C R M A E 
Q I A V R A A N R O A O U U 
R M E R C E C A P G N N V L 
U E E S O R H T L E G I E B 
T E L R A C S C E N E E R G 

   
Unused letters spelt - CORNFLOWER 

 

 
WINTER QUIZ RESULTS 

 
Well done to Denise Dibben, winner of our Winter 2017 quiz. 
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200+ CLUB 
 
This is a scheme to raise funds for Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind 
and for us to give all our supporters the chance to win cash prizes every 
month. 
 
For the annual subscription of £12 per share you will be entered in 12 
monthly draws and grand draws twice a year.  Last year we raised over 
£1500 for the society and gave equal amounts in prize money. 
 
If you would like to join please complete the form below and enclose 
payment or come and visit us at the shop/office. 

…………………………………………………………………... 
Please complete and return to Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind at: 8 
St. Mary's Street, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE29 3PE. 
 
Name…………………….……………………………………………… 
 
Address…………….…………………………………………………… 
 
Postcode……………..………Tel No ………………………………… 
 
Email address................................................................................ 
 
In the event we are unable to contact you please give the name 
of a beneficiary …….……………………Tel No..…………………… 
 
I wish to apply for………….shares at £12 per year in the 200+club. 
I enclose £……cheque/cash made payable to Huntingdonshire Society 
for the Blind. 
 
Signed………………………………Date……………………………… 
 
Office Use only 
200+ Club number issued ……….…………………… 
Date of first draw   ……………………………. 
Date of reminder   ...………………………….. 
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SUMMER QUIZ 
When completed, this word search has 15 unused letters which will spell 
out the name of a flower. There is a prize for the winning entry. Entries 
need to be returned to the office by 1st September 2018. 

T S M E L K C U S Y E N O H 
S U I A S E S O R M I R P Y 
N Z M S U P O P P Y R L H D 
A A O T T A I L A Z A P O R 
P M S E O Y S N A P C I L A 
D H A R L N E E V Y S L L N 
R E L F L B E G A S U U Y G 
A D O O R L V M A P M T H E 
G A I E X I O N T I I C O A 
O I V H O L L I R E A N C H 
N S I L C Y G P Y L G O K E 
L Y E S O R X U I S I R I L 
A T S O H G O L D E N R O D 
A I S E E R F U C H S I A F 

Aster    Honeysuckle Mimosa   Sage 
Azalia   Hosta  Muscari   Sea Pink 
Daisy   Hydrangea Orchid   Snapdragon 
Forget-me-not  Iris   Pansy   Tulip  
Foxglove   Lilac   Phlox   Verbena 
Freesia   Lily   Poppy   Viola 
Fuchsia   Lotus  Primrose   Violet 
Goldenrod  Lupin  Primula   
Hollyhock   Mazus  Rose   
 

Unused letters spell ……………………………………………...   
 
Name…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Contact Number……………………………………………………………… 


