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HUNTINGDONSHIRE SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND 

 
8 ST MARY'S STREET 

HUNTINGDON 
PE29 3PE 

 
Telephone:  01480 453438 

email: info@huntsblind.co.uk 
www.huntsblind.co.uk 

twitter: www.twitter.co.uk/@huntsblind 

 
THE CENTRE INCLUDES THE OFFICE, SHOP AND EQUIPMENT ROOM 

WHICH IS OPEN 10.00 am. to 3.00 pm.  
MONDAY TO FRIDAY  

 
Here to help: 
 
Manager:      Erika Brown  
Administrator:     Emma Martin  
Social Activities Co-ordinators  Andrea Murphy 
       Rachel Sutherland 
Outreach worker (north)  Vicki Jones  
Outreach worker (south)  Jenny McInnes 
Fundraising co-ordinator  Wendy Underwood 
Eye clinic liaison officer  Vicky French 

 
 
The Newsletter is available to all members either by paper copy, CD, e-mail 
or Braille.  If you would like to receive it in a different format than the one 
you are currently receiving please contact us on 01480 453438. 

 
While every effort is made to ensure that the content of this newsletter is 
correct, we cannot be held responsible for errors.  Goods and services 
featured do not carry any recommendation from Huntingdonshire Society 
for the Blind. 
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Hello! 
 
I promise that this will be the last time I use this space to talk about changes 
to our premises as I’m delighted to report that we are now completely 
finished with the refurbishment and build project.  In our last newsletter I 
mentioned that we were about to renovate our resource room and this was 
duly stripped out, redecorated and has now been refitted with storage and 
display cupboards which make it easier to display and demonstrate visual 
and mobility aids.  If you haven’t visited the premises recently we look 
forward to welcoming you and showing off our new facilities. 
 
We are delighted to have a new member of the staff team who joined us in 
March.  Wendy Underwood is our new Fundraiser and has already notched 
up a very successful fundraising coffee morning within her first few days of 
office.  Wendy introduces herself a little later in the newsletter.   
 
Enclosed with this newsletter are tickets for our annual draw.  We are very 
grateful for all your support with this major fundraising activity for the 
Society but, as always, if you would prefer not to receive tickets in the future 
please don’t hesitate to let us know.  There are lots of wonderful prizes up 
for grabs including £250 cash first prize, bumper hampers, gift tokens and 
much, much more.  If you would like extra tickets to sell to friends and 
family please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  The draw will take place on 
Wednesday 13 June and winners will be notified straight after the draw – 
good luck everyone!  And back by popular demand is our fundraising plant 
order scheme – an order form is enclosed for your use.  If you would like 
more forms for friends, family, neighbours, colleagues etc please let us 
know. 
 
I’m sure we’re all looking forward to warmer days – this winter certainly 
seems to be hanging on a little longer than usual.  Fortunately the weather 
has caused no significant disruptions to our social events and we’re looking 
forward to an exciting itinerary ahead of us.  Our May outing this year will be 
to Springfields Shopping Centre and the summer outing will be to Duxford 
Air Museum.  Andrea and Rachel provide a full round up of what’s coming 
up as well as re-cap on what members have been enjoying since our last 
newsletter.   
 
Erika Brown  
Manager 
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SOCIETY NEWS AND NOTICES 
 

Member News 
Birthdays  
We would like to send our best wishes to all members celebrating a birthday 
in April, May, June and July.  Members celebrating a special birthday in 
the coming months are: John Lissaman, Glenda Fearon, Eddie Abbott, 
Heather Smith, Anne Shawcroft, Daphne Miller, Khadija Raza, Mavis 
Jenkins, Eunice Allen, Michael Rhind-Tutt, Barbara Dowle, Rosemary 
Allpress, Mick Scadden, Chuck Rhodes, Yvonne Sanders, Robert Footit, 
Stewart Corke, Jean Lloyd, Daphne Abbott, John Hindley and Win Smith. 
 
Deaths 
We are very sorry to report the deaths of the following members: Nora 
Jackson, Thelma Hill, Joan Stableford, Alan Silvester, Tony Short, Doreen 
Lewis, Ernest Burton, Gladys Bartram, Penny Parkes, Fred Cracknell, 
David Pigney, Norah Smith, Richard Waller, Edith Ayres, Alec Hammond, 
Joan Whyte, Edna Wooton, Helen Gange, Beryl Rham, Gwynfor Jenkins, 
Ethel Clack, Ron Perrin, Brenda Tabbitt, Mollie Arnold, Audrey Eastabrook, 
Lilian Clarke, Joyce Day, Ditta Nusko and Barbara Cracknell. 
 

Shop closure 
The shop/office will be closed for the May bank holidays, Monday 7th and 
28th May 2017. 

 
Hello from Wendy Underwood 

I started working for the Society on Tuesday 6
th
 March 2018.  My early 

connections with the Society came after we moved to Godmanchester and 
my husband suffered severe sight loss.   We received great help and 
support from Jenny and I was full of admiration, praise and impressed by all 
assistance the Society offers.  When the advertisement appeared looking 
for a Fundraiser I jumped at the opportunity to apply for the position and 
was thrilled when I was successful. 
 
My career has mainly been in the Sales and Customer Care environment. 
In that work I really enjoyed meeting people from all walks of life. I gained a 
great deal of knowledge, life experiences and skills which I think I can put to 
good use in raising funds for this worthwhile charity.  
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David and I have lived in Godmanchester since December 2010 re-locating 
to be with his family from Ipswich in Suffolk. He was born here (known as a 
local Gumcestrian) and has come back after many years working away. I, 
on the other hand, come from an Army background and so do not know 
where I come from!! Worrying really, as I have often felt like a nomad but 
now have settled into Huntingdonshire which I am now pleased to call 
home. We are so very lucky to reside in such a wonderful place where there 
is so much going on.  
 
We were privileged to be Mayor and Mayoress shortly after moving here, 
and during those 3 years we were 
involved in funding raising for local 
charities, including Hunts Society for 
the Blind. One special fundraiser was 
walking the Four Abbeys Way in 
Scotland. This is a 70 mile circular 
walk in the heart of the Scottish 
Borders through attractive 
countryside, passing by four 12

th
 

Century Abbeys and through several 
Border Towns.  Lots of fun was had, 
with wonderful food and a wee dram 
from time to time which seemed to 
assist us along the way. We raised a 
large amount of money and were 
very grateful for all the donors who 
gave so generously. 
 
I am very much looking forward to 
meeting members of the Society and 
getting to know you all. 
 
 

Social Activities Report by Rachel & Andrea 
 

Christmas party  
The Christmas party seems a while ago now and preparations for this 
year’s party are already in hand! 
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The room at Wood Green was beautifully decorated and 180 members and 
their carers enjoyed a lovely two course meal and the staff were attentive. 
In true tradition the entertainment played the famous Conga and this was 
led by Andrea around the room.  
 
We all left truly in the festive spirit – it was a great start to the Christmas 
season.  

 
This year’s Christmas party is on Wednesday 12

th
 December at Wood 

Green so if you would like to come along please make a note in your diary. 
 
January Clubs – local musical duo Tonika entertained all four clubs at our 
first meeting of the new year.  It was a very mellow afternoon listening to 
songs from various decades.  A little bit of entertainment to wash away the 
January blues is always a good way to start the year and it was lovely to 
see you all back at club.   
 
February Clubs - great to see so many of you turn up for our annual quiz 
and participate with such competitiveness.  The teams from each club 
battled away for first position with winning teams tipping first place with only 
a points difference.  The questions were varied, interesting and educational 
with some of them making you kick yourself after you heard the answer. 
 
March Clubs – Ramsey Group – Lunch at the Admiral Wells Pub in 
Holme – It was a damp day when we met at the Admiral Wells pub for 
lunch however the pub had gone to great lengths to make us all feel 
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special.  We had our own function room, with a long table decorated with 
tablecloths and serviettes.  
 
The food was lovely, hot, and very tasty. The service was excellent and 
prompt and the meal was very reasonably priced.  Andrea recommends the 
syrup sponge and custard! Everyone had a really enjoyable afternoon.  
Many thanks to the Admiral Wells. 

 
Huntingdon Group – Lunch at the Barley Mow Pub in Hartford 
Fifty five members from Huntingdon group met up at the Barley Mow for a 
two-course lunch with tea and coffee.  It was a large group and we had the 
whole restaurant to ourselves.  Many thanks as always to the many 
volunteer drivers who drove members to the venue.  The meal was 
delicious and service was quick considering the number of members that 
needed serving at once. Many thanks to the team at the Barley Mow. 
 
St Neots Group – Lunch at the Eaton Oak, St Neots 
St Neots group headed back to the Eaton Oak and had a delicious two 
course lunch with tea and coffee.  The service we received from start to end 
was excellent.   A fun day was had by all.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St Ives Group – Lunch at the 
Steakhouse, Johnsons Farm, Oldhurst 
As we had such a lovely lunch at 
Johnsons last year we thought we would 
head back there again.  Johnsons served 
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a delicious two course lunch with tea and coffee.  A fantastic lunch and a lot 
of fun was had by all.  
 

Group activities in the future 
 

In the next couple of months…representatives from Cambridgeshire Fire 
and Rescue are visiting three of our clubs in April to give information and 
advice about staying safe in the home.  Ramsey club will have a talk from 
the Macular Society.   
 
On 30

th
 May we will be heading to Springfield’s Outlet Shopping Centre and 

Gardens for our annual group outing. Letters are currently being sent out 
regarding this trip and application forms should be returned by 4

th
 May 

2018. 

 
Social Clubs 

ST NEOTS SOCIAL GROUP 
Methodist Church Hall, Berkley Street, Eynesbury, St Neots.   

Date & Time  Activity  

Mon 9
th
 April, 2-4pm Fire Service Talk 

Wed 30
th
 May  Group Outing to Springfields 

Mon 4
th
 June, 2-4pm Strawberry Teas 

Wed 18
th
 July Summer Outing to Duxford 

 
RAMSEY SOCIAL GROUP 
Bury Village Hall, Bury (Ramsey).  

Date & Time  Activity 

Mon 9
th
 April, 2-4pm Macular Society Talk 

Wed 30
th
 May Group Outing to Springfields 

Mon 11
th
, 2-4pm Strawberry Teas 

Wed 18
th
 July  Summer Outing to Duxford 

 
ST IVES SOCIAL GROUP 
St Ives Methodist Church Hall, The Waits, St Ives.   

Date & Time Activity  

Wed 18
th
 April, 2-4pm Fire Service Talk 

Wed 30
th
 May Group Outing to Springfields 

Wed 20
th
 June, 2 -4pm Strawberry Teas 

Wed 18
th
 July  Summer Outing to Duxford 
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HUNTINGDON SOCIAL GROUP 
The Comrades Club, Godmanchester.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
If you are interested in attending one of the above clubs please give 
the office a call.  It costs £1 to attend club and £1 should you require 
transport.  We also run a raffle at each club with all money raised 
going back into club funds.  We are grateful to members for bringing 
along a small prize i.e. pack of biscuits, shower gel for the raffle each 
month.   

Arts and Crafts Group 
Eighteen members enjoyed February’s arts 
and crafts meeting held at Huntingdon 
library. The members decorated empty wine 
bottles and jam jars to make vases and pen 
holders.  In April we will be making napkin 
holders out of cork. Andrea insists there isn’t 
an alcoholic theme to the materials being 
used!  To prove it, in June the members will 
be crafting with popsicle (ice cream) 
sticks...another of Andrea’s tiny vices!! 
 
Due to the increased membership of this 
group and the poor parking facilities we are 
looking into moving the club to Brampton 
Hall. Transport will still be provided for those 
who need it at a £1. There will be more 
details in the summer newsletter.                 
           

Walking Group 
In February the group walked the river path from Hartford into Huntingdon.  
Luckily the bad weather kept away and a muddy path was all we had to 
worry about.  We ended our walk at The Barley Mow pub in Hartford, who 
put on a lovely cream tea for us all.   

Date & Time Activity 

Mon 30
th
 April, 2-4pm Fire Service Talk 

Wed 30
th
 May Group Outing to Springfields 

Mon 25
th
 June, 2-4pm Strawberry Teas 

Wed 18
th
 July  Summer Outing to Duxford 
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If you are interested in joining the walking group please contact the office.  
We meet bi-monthly come rain or shine. 

 
Sports and Social Group 

To start the new year off the Sports and Social group met for a light lunch at 
the Samuel Pepys pub in Huntingdon.  Rachel and Andrea used this 
meeting to discuss the ideas and days out they had in mind for the group in 
2018. 
 
In March the group went Ten Pin Bowling followed by a basket meal at 
Lakeside Lodge Golf Centre in Pidley.  The competiveness appeared 
between the members as usual and the winner was Robert Overall with an 
impressive 125 points with Bill Hammerton in second. Both won Mars bars 
to help them work, rest and play! 
 

 
 
In May we will be organising a trip to the Raptor Centre, located near 
Woodhurst. In July we have a BBQ with Andrea and Rachel cooking 
burgers and sausages for the group in the Hunts Blind Sensory garden – 
fingers crossed for good weather! 
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Theatre group 
The theatre group is looking forward to two performances at the Cambridge 
Arts Theatre.  On Saturday 7

th
 April the theatre group will be going to see 

“Quartet” and then on Saturday 2
nd

 June “The Play that Goes Wrong”.  Both 
performances have proved very popular with members and are fully 
booked.   
 
If you are interested in more information about the Theatre group please 
contact the office.   

 
Summer Outing 

We plan to visit the Imperial War Museum at Duxford Wednesday 18th July 
and are preparing details for you as this newsletter is going to print.  This 
world famous museum has a very impressive aviation collection with 
hundreds of aircraft and objects on display including the B-52, Concorde, 
Spitfire, Lancaster and Tigermoth. 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 

In conjunction with Cambridgeshire County Council libraries the 
Society is looking to set up a book/reading club.  The group will meet 

monthly in local libraries and staff will be on hand to facilitate and 
provide support with equipment.  Books are available in large print 

and in MP3 format.   
 

If you would like further information please contact the office.   

 

SOCIETY GROUP HOLIDAY 2018 
Monday 18 June – Friday 22 June 2018 

This year the Society has booked a holiday with Warner Hotels. Thirty 
seven members and carers have booked to go Corton in June. Corton is a 
holiday village, located between Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft providing 
lots of on site entertainment and daily activities including a daily guided one 
mile walk.  There is also a swimming pool on site and the entertainment 
provided is a West End theme.  
 
If you are interested in going, although the rooms have been filled, the 
Society will have a waiting list in case a place comes up at the last moment.  
Please let the office know if you are interested. 
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FUNDRAISING NEWS  
Coffee mornings 
Our popular fundraising coffee mornings are back with the first held in 
March and which raised £320 – thank you to everyone who came along and 
supported us.  Coffee mornings are held at All Saints Church, Market 
Squarer in Huntingdon, 10am to 1pm.  Please join us for a friendly chat, 
delicious refreshments, have a go on our tombola and raffle stalls and 
browse the arts and crafts stalls.   We are planning on holding a fundraising 
coffee morning in St Neots this summer – watch this space for further 
information! 

Wednesday 11
th
 April 

Wednesday 9
th
 May 

Wednesday 13
th
 June 

Wednesday 11
th
 July 

Wednesday 8
th
 August 

Wednesday 12
th
 September 

Wednesday 10
th
 October 

Wednesday 14
h
 November 

 
We are always grateful for donations of raffle/tombola prizes as well as 
homemade cakes.  Please contact Wendy if you can help. 
 
World Conker Championships 
The 2017 World Conker Championships took place on a crisp and sunny 
Sunday last October in Southwick near Oundle and once again attracted 
national and international competitors.  The event has been running since 
the mid 1960s and has, to date, donated over £400,000 to organisations 
which support people with sight loss.  The Society sends a team of 
volunteers to run the junior event on the day and thanks to all those who 
give their help and time with this.  The Society has recently received a 
donation of £1000 from the organising committee.  The event is a great 
family day out and well worth a visit.  This year’s competition will be on 
Sunday 14

th
 October at the Shuckburgh Arms, Southwick near Oundle and 

starts at 10.30am.   
 
Waitrose Community Matters 
The Society is one of three charities chosen to benefit from the Watirose 
Community Matters scheme in the St Ives branch this April.  Using your 
green token given at the check-out and popping them in the Society’s box 
will help secure our portion of £1000.  Thank you. 
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HSB 200+ Club Results  
Congratulations to all recent prize winners and our thanks to members of 
the 200+ club for your continued support. If you or a friend, neighbour, 
colleague or family member is interested in joining the Society’s 200+ club 
please complete and return the form provided on the back of this 
newsletter.  Please note that this application form is for new applications or 
for additional shares and is not a reminder that your share is due for 
renewal.  Each share costs £12.00 per year. 
 
December     January  
1st prize - £125, Kay Simon  1st prize - £25, Mary Coles  
2nd prize - £60, Joanne Selley 2nd prize - £15, Alice Noyes 
3rd prize - £30, Ann Pope  3rd prize - £10, Graham Collins 
4

th
 prize - £20, Barbara Cracknell 

5
th
 prize - £15, Joan Bennett 

 

February      March  
1st prize – £25, Violet Reynolds 1st prize - £25, Lilian Farrow  
2nd prize – £15, Julie Shaw  2nd prize - £15, Clive Best 
3rd prize – £10, Florence Hall  3rd prize - £10, Jim Bowles 

 

Wanted 
A quick reminder that if you or anyone you know has any unwanted mobile 
phones, bric-a-brac, used printer cartridges, used stamps or spare wool you 
wish to donate to the Society please contact Erika in the office on 01480 
453438.  

 
VISIT OUR 

RESOURCE 
ROOM 

 
The Society has a 
well-equipped 
resource room with a 
wide range of new and 
second hand talking 
and visual aids.   
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Over Christmas our resource room had a make-over and we have a new 
display of the stock we hold and some examples of products that are 
available to order.   
 

NEW PRODUCTS 
 

The new FlexiBright lamp from VisionAid 
is available to order at £50 inc VAT. 
 
The FlexiBright lamp is a stylish, energy 
saving, daylight LED table lamp.  It has a 
pivoting head to angle light exactly where 
needed.  It has fully adjustable 
brightness via an illuminated tactile touch 
sensitive slider, with five selectable LED 
colour temperatures from very warm to 
daylight.  The FlexiBright lamp was one 
of the products on display at the 
VisionAid drop in session which we held 
in our resource room in February.   

 
For more information on the FlexiBright and other lighting available, please 
call into our resource room. 

 
Rubiks touch cube from RNIB is priced at 
£11.95. The classic Rubik’s Cube is now 
available as a fully tactile game.  
 
Rubik’s Touch Cube has been developed 
to allow people who are visually impaired 
to play one of the world’s best-selling toys.  
Utilising embossed patterns or shapes 
and bright colours, this game is designed 
to make it easier for those who are blind, 
or partially sighted. Solve the puzzle by 
touch, or by colour.  
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Band-it tactile bands are brightly coloured tactile bands to help you identify 
objects around the home, such as shampoo bottles and cleaning products. 
Each pack contains 10 flexible bands; two of each design and are available 
from RNIB priced at £12.95. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MATTHEW’S JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME 

 
One of the Society’s younger members, Matthew O’Leary, has been 
selected by The Journey of a Lifetime Trust to join their expedition to Peru, 
Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands this summer.  Matthew has been 
registered blind since infancy and aged 9 was diagnosed with a rare blood 
condition which will require him to have lifelong treatment.  Matthew is a 
happy, funny, positive person who loves life and copes with everything it 
throws at him.  He is in his final year of GCSEs, completing all exams in 
Braille.  In September Matthew will move onto college taking media studies 
and radio production.  A typical teenage boy, he enjoys TV, radio, audio 
books and cooking.  He is an avid football fan supporting his local team St 
Neots and passionately follows Spurs Football Club.   
 
He cannot wait to start this exciting and incredible adventure giving him the 
opportunity to learn new skills, build his confidence and independence and 
to meet new people making enduring friendships along the way.   
 
Please help Matthew achieve his dream by supporting his fundraising 
activities to raise the £5,500 he needs.  Details of Matthew’s trip and how 
you can support him can be found through the website: 
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http://www.justgiving.com/Matthew-oleary 02 or please contact the Society 
office for more information.   

 
 

NHS ACT FAST CAMPAIGN 
 

NHS Act Fast - when stroke strikes Act F.A.S.T.  
 
Face - Has their face fallen on one side? Can they smile? 

Arms - Can they raise both arms and keep them there? 

Speech - Is their speech slurred? 

Time - If you notice any of these signs make the call.  Dial 999. 

 
Why you must act F.A.S.T. 
A stroke is a ‘brain attack’, caused by a disturbance in the blood supply to 
the brain. It’s a medical emergency that requires immediate medical 
attention. So recognising the signs of stroke and calling 999 for an 
ambulance is crucial. The sooner somebody who is having a stroke gets 
urgent medical attention, the better their chances of a good recovery. 
Transient ischaemic attack (TIA) is also called “ministroke”. It is similar to a 
stroke and has the same signs, but gets better within 24 hours. However, it 
could be a warning sign of a more serious stroke, so it also needs to be 
treated as an emergency by calling 999 immediately. Rapid diagnosis 
allows urgent steps to be taken to reduce the risk of stroke. If you think you 
have had a TIA in the past and have not sought treatment, contact your GP. 

 
Reducing your risk of a stroke 
Some people are more at risk of having a stroke if they also have certain 
other medical conditions. These include: high blood pressure; high 
cholesterol; atrial fibrillation (an irregular heartbeat) and diabetes.  
 
It is important that these conditions are carefully monitored and treated to 
reduce your chance of having a stroke.  
 
The risk of having a stroke is higher amongst people in certain ethnic 
groups, including South Asian, African and Caribbean. This is partly 
because high blood pressure and diabetes are more common in these 
groups. 
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There are also lifestyle factors that may significantly increase the risk of 
having a stroke. They include: smoking, being overweight, lack of exercise, 
poor diet, alcohol consumption.  Leading a healthy, active lifestyle is vital to 
help reduce your risk of having a stroke. 

 
For more information search ‘Act Fast’ or visit the Stroke Association at 
stroke.org.uk  

 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE LIBRARIES PRESENTS 

Nine Lessons by Nicola Upson 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the years before the Great War, M.R. James 
told ghost stories by candlelight to a handful of 
friends and scholars. Now, twenty-five years 
later, those men are being killed off one by one. 
Josephine Tey is in Cambridge, a town gripped 
by fear as a serial rapist stalks the streets, and 
Chief Inspector Archie Penrose faces some of 
the most horrific murders of his career. Archie 
and Josephine must race to stop another attack in this beautifully written, 
intricately plotted mystery.  
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Download this audiobook from the library website 
https://cambridgeshire.oneclickdigital.eu/ or download the RB Digital app to 

your tablet or phone or ask at your local library for assistance. 
 

Exciting news—you can meet Nicola at St. Ives Library on 24th April at 
7pm. Tickets £5 from the library, refreshments included. 

 
NEW VOLUNTARY SERVICE AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT 

PATIENTS AT HINCHINGBROOKE’S EYE CLINIC 
 

Patients receiving treatment at Hinchingbrooke Hospital’s Eye Clinic can 
now benefit from a new service provided by hospital volunteers.  Volunteers 
can sit with patients who are feeling particularly anxious about their surgery 
and offer support and comfort as they undergo their procedure.   
 
For more information please speak to the Eye Clinic Reception desk.   

 
HAVE A GO DAY 

 
British Blind Sport is pleased to announce its first Have a Go Day of the 
year which will take place in Cambridge on Sunday 29

th
 April from 9.30am 

to 3.30pm at Cambridge Regional College Sports Centre, Cambridge.  
Activities are free and include goalball, tennis, cricket and much more.  
  
To register, visit the Events page of the British Blind Sport website or for 
further details please contact Participation Officer, Alex Pitts on 01926 424 
247, mobile 07929 356 428 or email alex@britishblindsport.org.uk. 
 

VISION4GROWTH 
 

Since January 2018, Vision4Growth has been offering a new V I tennis 
programme for blind and partially sighted people.  Sessions run on 
Tuesdays at Hills Road Sports and Tennis Centre, Cambridge, from 
11.30am – 1.30pm.  All equipment is supplied and the cost is £5 per 
session. 
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Vision 4 Growth has been running sessions in Hills Road for over 5 years. 
Head Coach Alex Wheen is amongst only a handful of Level 2 V I Tennis 
Specialist Coach’s teaching in the UK. 

 

Please email fionam@vision4growth.org.uk to book a place. 

 

HOLIDAYS BEYOND THESE SHORES FOR VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED POPLE 

 

Traveleyes is a travel organisation offering worldwide adventures for both 
blind and sighted travellers. On each trip, half the group are blind or visually 
impaired, and half are fully sighted. The company pairs a different sighted 
blind traveller with a different blind traveller for each day of the holiday. In 
return for being the eyes for blind travellers, sighted travellers receive a 
discount of their trips, subsidised entirely by Traveleyes. This means that 
blind travellers don’t pay any more for accessible travel, and benefit from 
one on one guiding for the whole trip as well as live audio description. 
Traveleyes take thousands of travellers on holidays all over the world, from 
India and China, to Peru and Australia, to Europe and the UK. 
 
The company is offering 5% discount to all Society members off their first 
trip.  To use this offer, quote the code ‘5%2018’.   Details of trips and other 
information can be found on the company’s fully accessible website, at 
https://traveleyes-international.com 
 
One Traveleyes client documented his trip to Myanmar last year which can 
be viewed on https://www.youtube.com/traveleyesltd and/or read a blog 
written by another client https://traveleyes-
international.com/blog/adventures-traveleyes-liz-frankland/ 
 

 
DIABETES PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT EVENTS 

 
A diabetes information event will be held on Thursday 19 April 2018   
6.30pm - 8.30pm at The Countryside Centre, Hinchingbrooke Country Park, 
Brampton Road, Huntingdon PE29 6DB.  This is a great opportunity for you 
to:  

mailto:fionam@vision4growth.org.uk
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 Find out what services are available for people with diabetes locally. 
 

 Ask local healthcare professionals and commissioners questions on 
diabetes care. 

 

 Meet people with Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes who live in your local area.  
 
Tea, coffee and exhibitions are available from 6.00pm.  To book a place call 
Diabetes UK on: 01376 501390, email Eastern@diabetes.org.uk  or book 
online: http://bit.ly/dp2018htn# 
 

YARNBOMBING – CALLING ALL KNITTERS/CROCHETERS 
 
Huntingdon and Godmanchester Twinning Association is planning a major 
arts event linking Huntingdon and Godmanchester with its twin towns in 
France, Italy, Germany and Hungary in April 2019. Besides exhibiting 
artworks, photographs and sculptures the association would like to ‘yarn 
bomb’ locations in our two town centres. Yarn bombing is using 
knitting/crochet to convert an urban area into an 'arts installation' 
showcasing the work.   
 
If you are interested in getting involved please contact The Bridge 
Organising Committee via Liz on 01480 456447 or email 
yarnbomb@hgta.eu. 

 

SIGHT VILLAGE CENTRAL 

The 2018 Sight Village Central event will take place at the Cranmore Park 
Conference and Events Centre, Solihull, B90 4LF on Tuesday 10th and 
Wednesday 11th July 2018.  Doors open at 9.30am on both days and close 
at 5pm on Tuesday 10th and 3.30pm on Wednesday 11th July. The event 
is free to visit. 

The venue has good transport links and is easily accessible.  For further 
information call 0121 428 5041 or email sv@qac.ac.uk.  Exhibitors include 
RNIB, Optelec, Traveleyes, Synapptic, Optima, Guide Dogs, Humanware, 
Macular Society, Dolphin Computer Access Ltd and many, many more. 
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DEMENTIA ACTION WEEK 

Dementia Action Week will take from 21-27 May 2018.  During Dementia 
Action Week the Alzheimer’s Society will be asking everyone across the 
UK to unite and take action. Whether big or small, actions can make 
everyday life better for people affected by dementia.  If you’re affected by 
dementia Alzheimer’s Society would like to hear what small action you’d 
like people to take that will have the biggest impact to your life. It could be 
as simple as asking people to be more patient in checkout queues. It could 
be including the person with dementia in conversations, or simply taking 
the time to pop round and visit.  

Alzheimer’s Society is committed to creating a dementia-friendly UK so 
people affected by dementia feel part of society and can carry on doing the 
things they want for as long as possible – free from fear and prejudice.  

Tell the Alzheimer’s Society what you think by completing their survey: 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/QKWND/ and learn more about Dementia 
Action week: 
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/info/20167/dementia_awareness_week and 
follow the hashtag #DAW2018.   

If you would like more information or support please contact the 
Alzheimer’s Society helpline on 0300 222 1122.   

 

LOCAL TALKING NEWSPAPERS 
 

Huntingdon area and St Neots talking newspapers produce a weekly 
recording of local news on CD.  If you are interested in receiving this please 
contact the office. 

 



Page 22  

AUTUMN 2017 QUIZ ANSWERS 
 
 
 

M H T L S A L O H C I N T S 
Y G F E T L E S N I T S P P 
R O R O U W O N S O D A R C 
R L A N F R E R Y R N A R H 
H D N I F E L S A T N E O R 
M G K S I A U C O C C L A I 
I I I T N T Y M E N L T Y S 
S H N O G H I R A Y S E I T 
T G C C N M O D O N K E Y I 
L I E K E B T T Y R S L L N 
E E N I I P R V U E S O O G 
T L S N E E I T N A N G E L 
O S E G E R E E D N I E R E 
E C U A S Y R R E B N A R C 

 
 
 
 
           Unused letters spelt -  SILENT NIGHT       
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HSB 200 CLUB 
 
This is a scheme to raise funds for Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind 
and for us to give all our supporters the chance to win money prizes every 
month. 
 
For the annual subscription of £12 per share you will be entered in twelve 
monthly draws and grand draws twice a year.  Last year we raised over 
£1200 for the society and gave equal amounts in prize money. 
 
If you would like to join please complete the form below and enclose 
payment or come and visit us at the shop/office. 
…………………………………………………………………... 
Please complete and return to Huntingdonshire Society for the Blind at: 8, 
St Mary's Street, Huntingdon, Cambs PE29 3PE. 
 
Name…………………….……………………………………………… 
 
Address…………….…………………………………………………… 
 
Postcode……………..………Tel No ………………………………… 
 
In the event we are unable to contact you please give the name 
of a beneficiary …….……………………Tel No..…………………… 
 
I wish to apply for……………….shares, at £12 per year, in the 200+club 
 
I enclose £……cheque/cash, payable to Huntingdonshire Society for the 
Blind. 
 
Signed………………………………Date……………………………… 
 
Office Use only 
200+ Club number issued ……….…………………… 
Date of first draw   ……………………………. 
Date of reminder   ...…………………………..  
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SPRING QUIZ 
When completed this word search has 10 unused letters that spell 
another colour. There is a prize for the winning entry. Entries need to be 
returned to the office by 1st June 2018. 

B D A F W R E D N E V A L D 
L R Q A R A N O M I N K I L 
O A U W G O I I O W E N Y A 
N T A N M R N L O G D V T R 
D S E E E E E L O I A N E E 
E U L T D T L Y G N E R A M 
S M F L I E T O L G G S L E 
I V O R Y H O E A E J A D E 
O G Y M U L P M P R O L M N 
U L O R I M E A U C R M A E 
Q I A V R A A N R O A O U U 
R M E R C E C A P G N N V L 
U E E S O R H T L E G I E B 
T E L R A C S C E N E E R G 

Aqua   Denim  Ink   Mustard  Salmon 
Beige   Emerald  Ivory  Navy  Scarlet 
Blonde  Fawn  Jade   Oil   Tan 
Blue   Ginger  Lavender  Olive  Teal  
Brunette  Gold   Lemon  Orange  Turquoise 
Charcoal  Graphite  Lime   Plum  Violet  
Cherry  Green  Magenta  Peach  Yellow  
Coral   Grey   Magnolia  Purple   
Cream  Indigo  Mauve  Rose 
Unused letters spell .......................................................................... 
Name.......................................................................................................... 
Contact Number......................................................................................... 


